RACIAL CHARACTERS OF SOUTHERN ARABS

to the Dravidian peoples of India on the other. Then, at an
uncertain date, the great Black Belt was broken into by two
great eruptions from the north. The Mongolian stock,
evolved to the north of the Himalayas, broke southwards
into Further India, the Malay Archipelago, and reached
the islands of the Pacific, obliterating, except in isolated
areas, the people of the proto-negroid belt, thus isolating
the people of India from those of Melanesia. There was
another racial break-through which separated - in a racial
sense-India from Africa. The meagre evidence at our
disposal leads us to believe that the Caucasian stock was
evolved in Western Asia north of the highlands which join
the Himalayas to the mountain chains of Asia Minor. The
Caucasian stock broke southwards into the Arabian penin-
sula and the lands which link Mesopotamia to the Punjab,
Persia, Baluchistan and Afghanistan. At the time of the
Caucasian break-through - probably in late pleistocene
times, Arabia was a well-watered and fertile land - a land
to tempt a race of adventurous hunters. If our theory is
well founded then we ought to find in the extreme south -
if anywhere - traces of the original hamitic population of
Arabia. We may reasonably suppose that long before the
Caucasian invaders had penetrated to the southern extremity
of the peninsula they had absorbed native hamitic blood;
or, to state the matter somewhat differently, the native
peoples of the south would have absorbed much invading
blood. At least such a theory helps us to explain the racial
characteristics which Captain Thomas observed in the
South Arabs. Only our theory was formulated before
Captain Thomas's observations were at our disposal.

How are we to account for the round-headedness of the
South Arab ? Although he has not the flat high occiput of
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